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By Michael Ng

The COVID-19 outbreak in Hong Kong has lasted for more than two years. Opportunity to host physical events was precious.
Blind Union was pleased to held different forms of events in the past six months

15th October marks the International White Cane Day. It was established to commemorate the invention of the white cane used
by visually impaired persons. White cane is a symbol of independence and self-strengthening of the visually impaired. Visually
impaired persons can go out independently and live an active life by using it.

Blind Union held a thematic celebration event last year as crowdfunding function and mainly participated by members. Let’s
investigate how this meaning charity event convey to the public that the visually impaired can participate equally and live
independently in the community, and the public thus have a better understanding on the abilities and needs of visually
impaired persons.

People with visual impairment mainly rely on hearing to perceive information, Blind Union was honoured to receive funding from
“The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust” to launch the “Jockey Club Sports Programmes with Audio—description Service”
in 2020, this programme was aimed to provide professional audio description services for the visually impaired. Blind Union,
together with the Hong Kong Society for the Blind and Arts With the Disabled Association Hong Kong, held the first ever Audio
Description Week last year. Let’s have a better understanding on the development of audio description services in Hong Kong
over the last decade.

Our first social enterprise “Yau Cafe”, which combines two elements of massage and coffee, first ever combination in Hong
Kong, officially opened in September last year. A thematic fundraising event of JER Braille Cookie Gift Box was held earlier
before. It is a meaningful collaboration to extend contribution back to people in need in the community from transforming the
positive impact of popularity among youngsters in Hong Kong. We will take a deeper look on how this new social enterprise
marks a great milestone for us.

We are truly grateful to make the events mentioned above happen, as well as the Christmas lucky draw for our members and
the public experience day of sports audio description, which co-organized with the Hong Kong Football Association last year.

We hope the epidemic will end soon and we will be able to have more face-to—face interaction with our members and supporters.
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Visually impaired members devoted much time and effort on rehearsing in order to perform well.
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS THAT
EMPOWER MEMBERS TO
DEVELOP THEIR POTENTIAL

Blind Union holds fundraising event every year on International White Cane

Day. Apart from raising fund to support services for visually impaired persons,
we also hope to take this opportunity to enable the public to have a better
understanding on the visually impaired.

With social distancing restrictions, it is more difficult than ever to hold
large—scale fundraising events, such as walks, sports events, that involve
participation of the public.

After having discussion by the White Cane Day Preparatory Committee, we
believed that members were purely participantin the past White Cane Day
events, but actually White Cane Day has a special meaning for the visually
impaired. Therefore, we adopted the direction of improving the engagement of
members to plan last year’s event, finally we decided to use the concept of
"DIY : Do Fundraising Yourself* as the event theme, and conceived
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Visually impaired members actively participated
in night hiking to raise fund for Blind Union.

“Cane-A-Thon” Fundraising Campaign - two crowdfunding projects, jointly
prepared and completed by the visually impaired, including night hiking and the
performance of "Music x Story".

| would like to share with you an ordinary story about the preparation of these two crowdfunding projects.

Mr. Wen, one of the participants of night hiking, did not have hiking habit at all. At first, we were a little worried about whether he
would be able to cope with the selected route, but in order to complete this challenge, he not only bought a pair of new sneakers,
but also often practised cycling to train up his foot endurance. All of his hard work paid off, and in the end he completed the
journey. Another participant said that the feeling of sweating made him feel happy, and this joy and satisfaction influenced all the
participants.

Members worked hard to prepare for the performance of “Music x Story”. They hoped to share their experience of overcoming
visual impairment through singing and drama. From the idea creation of the whole story plot to music selection, they prepared all
the elements on their own. Although this group of amateur musicians did not have a lot of on-stage experience, they all wanted
to do their part to thank the donors for their support. This shows that it not only provided them an opportunity to perform publicly,
but the frequent rehearsals also let them establish deeper friendship, they would meet for gathering from time to time and look
forward to the next show.

On behalf of Blind Union, | would like to thank all of our donors for their support, which allows us to set a higher fundraising target.

However what is more meaningful is that this event enables our visually impaired members to apply their self-help spirit, and Blind

-‘-

Union can really serve as a platform for them to develop their potential.
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Popular sports commentator Mr. Lee Tak-nang and Ms. Michelle
Loo introduced sports audio—descriptive service at the first Audio
Description Week.
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AUDIO DESCRIPTIONS BRIDGE
OVER VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

The historical development of audio description service in Hong Kong is not long at all, audio description projects have been

gradually provided for the public in different categories of services with efforts of various organisations over the past ten years.

Blind Union co-organised the first Audio Description Week with the Hong Kong Society for the Blind (HKSB) and Arts with the
Disabled Association Hong Kong (ADAHK) in December last year. During the period, a number of exciting events were held,
including webinars, public experience day of audio description of sports held by Blind Union, the preview of “Sunshine Of My Life”
movie with audio description held by HKSB as well as “Beyond Sight”, the non-visual Photography Exhibition organised by
ADAHK.

We hope that by organising the above-mentioned events, we can fully demonstrate how audio description services are applied in
three categories, i.e. movies, art projects and sports events, let more people recognise audio description services and understand
cultural recreational needs of the visually impaired. Furthermore, we would like to review the past, integrate experience and
discuss the future development of these services. A guest speaker shared in the webinar, Mr. Lee Tak—nang (Note 1) said, “I never
thought it could be applied so widely.”

Blind Union chose one of the matches "Hong Kong Premier Football League — Rangers vs Kitchee", and arranged three senior
sports commentators to provide audio description services for the event. Participants were our visually impaired members and
over 40 members of the public. Apart from “seeing the ball" (Note 2) along the way while listening to the audio description, it was
required for these sighted friends to blind—fold during part of the game. Participants responded such experience not only allow
them to figure out the needs of the visually impaired, but also let them understand the essence and subtlety of audio description.
In addition to better engagement of the visually impaired in the game, audio description can help sighted people who are
unfamiliar with sports events to understand the sport more quickly.

We look forward to the fact that audio description services can be more inclusive within the lives of visually impaired in the next
ten years. They are not solely driven by institutions, but also can be promoted by the government, public—private sectors. Media
can provide more audio description services which allow

visually impaired can enjoy more cultural and recreational

activities independently. TV stations may consider providing

audio description services on the second channel, so that

the visually impaired viewers can enjoy live broadcasts of

high-level international sports events at home. Hoping that

the audio description services not only bring different

experiences to the visually impaired, but also promote

social inclusion across the city.

Note 1: Famous sports commentator.

Note 2: It means "watching the match" in Cantonese.
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JER Braille Cookie Charity Gift Box was
packed by visually impaired social enterprise
assistant, not to increase their income only
but to enhance the employment support
service provided for our visually impaired
groups.

_
SEEING LIGHT SPECTRUN] &
IN| DARKNESS

MIRROR, a group of male singers have set off in Hong Kong, which created an upsurge of “Chasing Star” recently, it is

1

believed that everybody can also feel personally the appeal of fan group that cannot be ignored. By chance the official Fan
Club of Jer Lau Ying-ting of the MIRROR member chose YAU CAFE, a social enterprise cafe under Blind Union, as one of
the venues for fan group event of Jer’s birthday exhibition at the end of last year. Songs of Jer Lau are recognised as having
the magic power to heal people's hearts, and in the discussion, it was discovered by chance that the creative background
of several of his songs is similar to the concept of Blind Union — "Even in darkness, the visually impaired still have their own
talents and skills, and can still shine brightly”.

In line with the common value, it is believed that everyone can become a ray of light in darkness, the fan group also strongly
believed even in present dark age that everyone apart from being capable of watching over each other in darkness of
unforeseen future, most important is that they can still exert their talents and unique skills in their own positions. Such valuable
concept also coincides with the concept of Blind Union since their establishment: striving to exert the spirit of self-help
and mutual-help of the visually impaired and provide diversified services, so that the visually impaired can occupy a place
in the society and can be independent and self- reliant gaining equal treatment by the public.

With the common concept, Blind Union cooperated with a Fans Club for the first time. The fans group not only rented the
social enterprise “YAU CAFE” under Blind Union as one of the exhibition venues, helped arousing awareness of this first
social enterprise cafe that combines massage and coffee, but also jointly launched the JER Braille Cookie Charity Gift Box.
All funds raised would be donated to Blind Union to provide employment and study development services for the visually
impaired, hoping to call for different fans in the names of idols to contribute to the social inclusion and support work of the
visually impaired.

The Braille Cookie Gift Boxes of this Charity
Sale were all hand-packaged by the visually
impaired, in addition to providing employment
opportunities, whereby Blind Union uphold the
spirit of getting the visually impaired realise
fully various talents. Hoping that Blind Union

can continue to be a platform for people with 5

-o.r

visual impairment to showcase their strengths, i
also wishing both of the public and Blind Union =
can uphold the concept of walking together

with the visually impaired.
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| would like to donate the following amount monthly by credit card or autopay to support the work of HKBU.
[l Hkg100 [JHk$300  [JHk$s00  [JHK$1,000 [ lother $

[ ] FARBE—RIEER

| would like to make a one-off donation.
[ ] HK$300 [ |HK$500 [ |HK$1000 [ |HK$1,500 [ |Other $

1B EEH Donor’s Information

M (BERE) Name (Mr/Ms /Miss) BB ELE Tel.
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44 B A Date of Birth {EHEREE Fax No.
\@Eﬂiﬁaﬂf Email Address 1= B H Date p

?“ MA*E Donatlon Method

0 or above for tax deduction.)

[:If"FE-HEﬂ Credit Card D AE D Master D Visa [ ] E##BAAREN Deposit to Blind Union’s account
(Fi# L SERRT HSBC 511-529299-001)

[ ] 184 3R1748 L EEIAE Users of Hang Seng e-Banking
AIEIB4E www.hangseng.com/e-banking #8185 FALE

can make their donations through this website:
www.hangseng.com/e-banking

FFE AR Cardholder’s Name:

{5FF IR Card Number: — _ _

B A Expiry Date: [ ] EERITHE LEEAE Users of HSBC e-Banking
AIEIBEE www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk HBHEFEALE

can make their donations through this website:

EANSiantine www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk
[ ] %% / E® Cheque / Bank draft [ | #i@23# 7-1EFIMEIEER Donate via local 7-Eleven stores
s [HEKIPAABES ) RFH TR GRRRARREH allics )
(Payable to “Hong Kong Blind Union”) please provide bar code on the right ||| || ||l‘ | |||H|||
and indicate your donation amoun 402995678912313
[ ] Payme #8%% Payme Donation g_;.;l .5' &!%- [ ] @21 Fast Payment System (FPS)
; iy (BRIESZ 1T R MERMBITEFPS ID: 3245701)
i Payme 1RETIIRH) QREH &‘ ol Rl . i _
please use Payme to F_.t‘u',‘ E-g RN EE?EEM?H%ZEE@@HETFH@E% . %Eﬁﬂiﬁ‘,ﬂt
scan the QR Code on the right -; Lt WhatsApp%5464 5118 S EFHinfo@hkbu.org.hk &E 1 -
p “q‘hﬁ Please take a screenshot of the successful payment page with
RIS R B R MR TR R - EEMMhE E'—: o your name, tel and address then whatsapp to 5464 5118 or email

Please provide your name, tel and address in the payment message | to info@hkbu.org.hk
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Request for Monthly Direct Debit Authorization Form from Hong Kong Blind Union
5 REEAIER QR BiF BEET HRTEDERRES
Or scan the QR Code on the right to download the Monthly Direct Debit Authorization Form
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Hong Keng Blind Union undertakes to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance to ensure that personal data kept are accurate, securely stored and used only for pu'poses for whlch rhey
have been collected. Blind Union intends to use your pa rsonal data (namely telephons number, fax number, email and mailing add ;) for the purp of ding donation i p g you with i

of Hong Kong Blind Union, fundraising appeal, activities invitation, volunteer recruitment and conducting opinion survey. The personal data collected, other than baing utilized for the purposes above mentionad, wII
not b e sold, traded or rentad in any forms through any means to any other parties. If you object our Union to use your personal da ta for these purposes, or want to enqguire about or update your personal data, you
may contact our staff at 2339 0666.
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I agrea Hong Kong Blind Union to use my p | data for the purp of future ions, f ising appeal, activities invitation as well as for feadback collection and related promotion purposes.
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I do not agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my parsonal data for the above purposes.
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Hong Kong Blind Union was established in 1964. It is the first organization run by people with visual impairment. It aims at promoting the
spirit of "self-help” and "mutual-help" among people with visual impairment, as well as facilitating social integration, and equal opportunities
in our society.



