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By Merrick Ho

4™ January is the birthday of Louis Braille, the French inventor of
Braille. It is also The World Braille Day affirmed by the United Nations.
It is common to see Braille in Hong Kong, but for many sighted
persons, they have no idea how it works. What they are also unfamiliar
with or even find mysterious is the different conditions of visual
impairment and the community of visually impaired people. In this
issue, the three articles are going to demonstrate how three sighted
persons have helped themselves and others better understand people

with sight loss.

Many people may have a perception that “hearing is the strongest sense
of people with visual impairment”. However, why was it challenging for
Tsz-lung, a well-known DJ, to teach our members to do audio drama?
| am sure you will know the reasons after reading his interview. His
experience has shown that only with thorough understanding of visually
impaired people can we assist people with different degrees of sight

loss to unleash their potentials.

Compared with Tsz-lung, our staff Kammy Ko should have more experience
working with our members. From her article “Public Education and
Inclusive Society”, however, we can feel how excited she is about
acquiring the new knowledge about visual impairment. With her curiosity,
she has learnt more about the needs of our members, clarifying her

misunderstanding about visual impairment.

For most people, not knowing about visual impairment does not matter
to them. However, for those adventitiously visually impaired, this will be
a fearful experience and a pressing problem they have to face. In the
article “Overcoming Sight Loss with Comprehensive Services”, our
social worker Keung Chun-yu shares about our services supporting
newly visually impaired persons. As long as adequate support is available,
the unexpected adversity can be overcome. This also embodies our

belief that losing sight does not mean losing everything.

It is my vision to create a society with equality, opportunities and
independence, where blindness is not a taboo and people can feel
comfortable getting along with visually impaired people. This year,
Hong Kong Blind Union will issue a set of Braille postcards, which
allows you to learn Braille and more about visual impairment while
sending out specific messages. If you are interested, feel free to place
an order by contacting Kammy Ko at kammyko@hkbu.org.hk or
23390666.
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Tsz-lung taught the skills of breath control and asked the
ET ﬁ*ﬁKﬁAiB"] gﬁIE o participants to speak with dantian
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Participants were learning how to feel the airflow pattern around the body
when they speak
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There are 10 participants who joined the audio drama voice
acting training, all of them paid attention to the lessons and
listen to Tsz—-lung
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By Jéss Shek
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Voice acting training forpeople/ | I‘ W
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with special needs " "'|l| i

"I was worried when | taught visually impaired people to do audio dramas for the first time. In the past, my teaching was
visually-oriented when it came to notes preparation and game design. However, now | had to re-consider all these. This is a

brand new experience for me!”

Tsz-lung is a seasoned radio host and also the adjudicator of the audio drama script writing competition “Let Our Voice

Evoke Our Love” sponsored by Lee Kum Kee Family Foundation (1).

After the competition, in order to turn the awarded scripts into audio dramas, we invited Tsz-lung to be an instructor and the
producer of the audio drama. After two sessions of training, the participating VI members have gradually mastered the skills

of voice acting and as their instructor, Tsz-lung has gained a lot as well.

Stepping into the classroom for the first time, Tsz-lung told the participants, “This is a new challenge for me!” When
preparing for the lessons, Tsz-lung tried to put himself into the shoes of VI people and placed emphasis on hearing in the

hope that the participants can gain something out of the lessons.

"It actually works out well!” Tsz-lung praised the participants that they are smart and have good hearing. For example, when
he taught them to speak with dantian, they could understand quickly and just need a bit more practice. Also, in training
workshops like this, he usually spends much time helping participants to get rid of lazy sounds but this is never a problem
at all with VI participants. According to a totally blind participant, this is because VI people who use Braille can easily know
the sounds of words when reading Cantonese Braille, which is based on pinyin (the sound of words). With these experiences,

Tsz-lung is more aware of the strengths of VI people.

Then, does this mean his teaching is free of challenges? That is not the case!

Tsz-lung said in the session of script reading, unlike their sighted counterparts who
read the script by looking at it, VI participants read scripts in Braille or enlarged text
or by listening on their mobile phones. These three ways of reading take more time,

which is what he had not taken into consideration before. Also, he usually just looks

at the computer screen when editing audio files. So when he taught editing, he

: : : : g B‘iﬁ&ﬁ&!ﬁsﬁ%ﬂﬂ*ﬁﬁﬁ
could only find different types of music, helping the participants to understand the Participant read scripts in Braille in order to

read out the dialogue

importance of choosing suitable music first.

Tsz-lung is very much looking forward to the final products. He has noticed that some participants are quite outstanding, so
he would pay attention to their voice acting in particular. After reading this article, you must also be looking forward to the

audio dramas solely produced by VI people. Stay tuned to the announcements of Hong Kong Blind Union after March.

Notes:

(1) Lee Kum Kee Family Foundation has sponsored Hong Kong Blind Union for an audio drama script writing competition namely "Let Our
Voice Evoke Our Love" to encourage the public to spend quality time with families and friends, thus building a harmonious society. The
results were released on 18 December 2018 and the scripts awarded champion, first runner-up and second runner-up are to be adopted to
produce audio dramas with artist Yeung Sze-man Harriet, Ng Ka-him Vincent, DJ Pang Ka-man Jacqueline and former RTHK radio host Yang

Kut-si Clarence joining the voice-acting, promoting the understanding of VI people amongst the general public.

(4
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Public education ambassador Alex teaches student to use the sight guide technique
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Students learn various eye diseases in the public education talk
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By Kammy Ko

Like the general public, | seldom had any chance to get in touch with visually
impaired (VI) people in my daily life before joining Blind Union. Even
though | met them in the street, rarely did | really interact with them.
However, since |I've started working in Blind Union, | have been working
closely with VI people. For example, | go to different schools with them for
public education talks, talking about visual impairment and introducing

Blind Union.

Many students who attend our talks may find the content new to them and

."’JA

actually so do |I. One example is the cane VI people use is called “white A /
cane” because it is mainly white in colour and when you see a person using EIEF s Ly B E A R SR B R a5t
Students learn different barrier—free facilities in the

ared and white stripped cane, it means that he/she is both visually impaired center

and hearing impaired.

HFE RARRETME ST - HoREMRIIRES ETHNBEEE

Blind Union will collaborate with different institutions and organizations to provide the public with visually impaired educational talk

Getting along with VI people, | am aware that people with low vision tend to be neglected. While the
totally blind can be obviously seen, people may not notice the needs of those with low/vision: As "tf-:i's_gdnlw
for help even though they make it clear that they can’t see well. For instance, when they!

can’t see the menu clearly. Then, they ask the waiter to read it out for them but the wai

sion so as to actualise equality, opportunities and independence of; VI peoj
understanding and communication. Therefore, when you wish to offer help
directly. As long as you act with empathy, you can show your. careland hel

possess specific knowledge and skills.
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% A % F_E i:ﬁgﬁ = newly VIPs to overcome challenges posed by loss of sight
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Ah Wah is working as a volunteer and teach the skills of E—
using white canes to VI members i




By Keung Chun-yu
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The project “Community Support Service for VIPs and their Families”
has been launched since 2015 with the sponsorship from Social Welfare

Department

TERETHES EE) TEREREMN SRR - WERESNEEIRS
There are various services under the project “Community Support Service
for VIPs and their Families” like counseling and emotional support etc.

According to statistics, amongst some ten thousand
visually impaired people (VIPs) in Hong Kong,
over half of them are adventitiously visually
impaired. In view of this, Hong Kong Blind Union
has been developing various programmes to
serve this group of people since the 1990s and
launched”Life Beyond Vision” programme. With
the sponsorship from Social Welfare Department
since 2005, the programme walked with more
than 400 newly VIPs to overcome challenges

posed by loss of sight.

This programme aims to help those who lose
their sight adventitiously to adapt to changes in
their lives and regain confidence through the

teaching of skills and group activities.

The skills taught include how to operate mobile
phones, how to handle housework, how to use
white canes and how to read Braille. This is to
restore their previous ways of living with little or
no dependence on sight. Also included in the
project are sharing by peers and social gatherings,

which give them opportunltles to get to_kno

Among the many newly VIPs | have got in touch with, Ah Wah,
who suffers from serious low-vision adventitiously, is an
outstanding one. Now, he is working as a volunteer assistant
instructor, teaching the skills of using white canes. He always
joins gatherings of the newly VIPs, where he encourages them

with his personal experiences to face up to their changes bravely.

"Don’t keep thinking about your eye problem but learn to live with
it.” That's what ah Wah always says. He also reminds them to
keep abreast with the latest information about visual impairment so

as to reduce the sense of insecurity brought by the deterioration of

sight. Ah Wah's example shows us how important peer suppor.t',iS'f'

for the newly VIPs.

“"Unknowns"” are probably the main source of fear for the newls

VIPs. With new visual conditions and new way’s f: Ii\kih'g hey feel

ve gy,o/fﬁgﬁ'lt loss
Y- :ur';‘amily members
or friends are ne red or are gradually losing their
) contact us. The support network at
‘of Blind Union will certainly be a-great source of

ort for them to overcome visual impairment.
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Visit by Guangdong Association of the Blind

More than 40 representatives from Guangdong
Association of the Blind paid a visit to our
Vocational and Educational Resources Centre.
During the visit, we shared experience on the
topics of fundraising, education and employment
of visually impaired persons (VIPs), membership

liaison and so on.

HEFREFEISHE L TOVLE B LB
TETENH LA RASMIEE » BILSFEH -

“Do Good to Visually Impaired with a Red
Packet” Campaign

Blind Union has been in collaboration with
HKO1 and

activities on their online platform.

rolled out different fundraising

BAEDBEBRE > DARREEREREAN
TEREEE -

Photo Exhibition of Inclusive Workspace
This event is to showcase the life and stories
of employees with disabilities to the public

through the lens.

R EEREREAREEEREERNITESR
AEE > HBEEMNEINS RS ERRET
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“China Blind Education Fund” Meizhou and
Tsankiang Visit

The staff of Blind Union together with VI
members Tsz-kwan and Executive Committee
member Jess Shek visited the special education
school in Meizhou and Tsankiang respectively
for experience sharing. Meanwhile, we shoot a
video for “China Blind Education Fund” and to
give the VI children support and encouragement

on their way of learning.

HEFRMSHFELENUBTEE - XEFERE
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Public Education for YWCA’s Airport
Ambassadors

Blind Union was invited by Y Evergreen Learning
Center to conduct a training session for a group
of airport ambassadors over 60 years old.
During the training, we talked about when VIPs
may need help at the airport and how to offer

them assistance.
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Heng Kong Blind Jaion
O R

BAFRER (RERSR) ETHE  BBE
ALTEEE  HMIEHEOBAREZERE - SEg
EH  THE2HEAGZRGRERALENERHET
(REETEIAR) EREBENIBAST - EHLESE
BRESTHS  WEIFLEEERIEMISEH
BESREBIUEMNAREBHREZERE -

Hong Kong Rehabilitation Programme Plan
(RPP) Consultation Forum

Government is now conducting a public
consultation exercise on RPP and reviewing the
policy for persons with disabilities, we will make
a submission to the government regarding on
this. In the consultation forum, the members of
Equal Opportunities in Social
Committee introduced the first drafted submission

to the participants. Participants who took part in

Participation

the forum discussed the topic and expressed
their opinions. We will reorganise the content

and submit to the government before April.
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Hang Kung Elmd Unlon Donat|0n Form FE# Email : info@hkbu. org.hk
A2 HF My Support
AR

[] fE—‘RM4B2% | would like to make a donation of :
(] fi%s MgEzk) » SEERBISISEERPABER » BEMREALRALS -

| would like to donate the following amount monthly to support the work of HKBU.

CIHK$100 [JHK$300 [IHK$500 [1HK$1,000 [1Other $
[ $EERAERGEEENREARE - BIF - S REHE - BHRNZ RS HEE )

Residual legacy (donate all or part of the residue of the estate after all other gifts, taxes and debts have been paid out)
[ HEERERR (FImys - RENES)

Specific legacy (for example, property, stocks or shares)
(] REHME (BREFISEP—SIMBEA  BHEZHABHRE )

Policy giving (name HKBU as a beneficiary of the life insurance policy, and donate all or part of the sum assured.)

|:| TE/BE - HREEE 'FHEXBAMRES) Cheque / Bank draft (Payable to “Hong Kong Blind Union”)
[0 HiEgAZX®@EO Deposit to Blind Union’s account (& S E®R{T HSBC 511-529299-001)
] {&FM+E#B#: Credit Card [JAE [IMaster []Visa

FEAHSE Cardholder’s Name: FFEAESE Signature:
{ER£5%EE Card Number: - - - F# B HA Expiry Date:
[0 B8k (FiEE (EEAREESR) RBFEEESE)
Autopay (Please fill in Direct Debit Authorization Form & return the original form to Blind Union by mail)
[ 184%8R1TR LB BFFEBEE www.hangseng.com/e-banking BRI EAFE
Users of Hang Seng e-Banking can make their donations through this website: www.hangseng.com/e-banking
[0 E®ERTHEEMAFFEREE www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk HHBMEALE
Users of HSBC e-Banking can make their donations through this website: www.ebanking.hsbe.com.hk
O #EB2E7-NEAEHER (RELTEREERENHER2E) Lo b L
Donate via local 7-Eleven stores (please provide bar code on the right and indicate your donation amount) | ‘ |||| || I“ | ‘H"m ‘"V
EMAEMORHMULE » FEIETERHRLEE
Receipt will be provided for donations of HK$100 or above for tax deduction. 200567801231
{83 &EEH Donor’s Information
#E (%&E/LE) Name (Mr/Ms/Miss) B H#EEEE Day Time Tel.
itk Address {SESEES Fax No.
LELHE Email Address t#7% A8 Date

EAEHINESIR Personal Information Collection Statement

FEscAAGEERRNET (BAEH FAME) %6) PAFIENAE  RRATOEASNEREY  REZENETESE - IERERRE NI AREN BERZSEY - TeER BT
BA B OEEE - TEWE - FHREG - ARG - TEith DR REUESFAINE - 85 - SEERN - TN - BTEERUKRER, B - [MELEAR S BFEMEERHE -
FRERTEPALTEH - HEETEEFEEREHEAERFLERR - HORBEMRENREY - SAEW2330 0666 AR BRHE -
Hong Kong Blind Union undertakes to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance to ensure that personal data kept are accurate, securely stored and used only
for purposes for which they have been collected. Blind Union intends to use your personal data (namely telephone number, fax number, emall and malling addresses) for the purposes of
sending donation recipients, providing you with information of Hong Kong Blind Union, fundraising appeal, activities invitation, volunteer recruitment and conducting opinion survey. The
personal data collected, other than being utilized for the purposes above mentioned, will not be sold, traded or rented in any forms through any means to any other parties. If you object our
Union to use your personal data for these purposes, or want to enquire about or update your perannal data, you may contact our staff at 2339 0666.
SR 54 Pain b WL 2T 1BAYTEEE : Please tick the appropriate box to Indicate your
O FARESHERAAGERERFANEAGHESOEENR - RERER - FEEEEm - Eﬂlﬂ‘l!’ﬁﬂil!ﬁ.ﬁ‘]ﬁiﬁ *
| agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my personal data for the purposes of future communications, fundraising appeal, activities invitation as well as for feedback collection and
related promotion purposes.
O FAFREE SRR BE EEREANBEA SN LIRARE -
| do not agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my personal data for the above purposes.

HIE(IESIESE Direct Debit Authorization

Name of party credit (The Beneficiary)lizh 2 —73 (= A) Bank No | Branch No | Account No to be credited SUSIE S -~ 85§

FERIPAGES A0 Ol

HONG KONG BLIND UNION olol4/5|1|1|5|2|9|2|9|9|0|0]1]

My/Our Name (s) as recorded on Statement / Passbook Bank No | Branch No | My /Our Account No #=A /&% 7 IRE 36

FAF)ERBE/FRLACHNETE SRATHRER | D1TARER
LI

Bank Name Monthly Amount Sign your name as recorded on statement / passbook

$RAT B SREVE ERE/FR LR ZESR

Contact No Date

s EaE HEAW

For Blind Union use only (Donor’s reference) For bank use only BHEE{TIHE

HEEHE (BREEREE)

FA/ EEREEEN ) BEZ LREBT SRESFEEAABERFREFEA / SEBT2HT  BFA / FEZBEFEEESEABARERZEF - HESTEMAL  TEA—R ZEEMRDAEEIE LR
Fll4E - ﬁﬂﬁﬂsﬁﬁm%$)\f FEFOURB R ERE 2B TEM - A / SEAFARERRREEREE - FA / SEEREA / BEEEHPRRACES  WE N / SEEER 2 #F / TREBES 2 #8H8E -
F A/ EEEEEDEEAAAGESENESBTEFRDUESENNS D Y EENFA / SEZEFTBENMEECESREEE - A / SE2 BT ENEAES FEE - YTHDRE ZKE - B8FA /5
X XA/ TEEE - FA / SENEREFBEE 2 MED - ARDIEDY/ EREREZAMELERZFEN / TE 28T - YERET FECEAGESERED o

Until further notice |/We hereby authorize my/your above-named Bank to effect transfer from my/our account to that of Hong ng Blind Unlun 1n amurdams with such instructions as my/our Bank may
receive from Hong Kong Blind Union from time to time provided always that the amount of any one such should be y the i above. Ist agree that my/our Bank shall not be

obliged to ascertain whether or not notice of any such fransfer(s) has been given to me/us. |/We jointly and severally accept full rasponslblﬂlv for any i ori in existing overdraft on m‘ﬂ'uur
account which may arise as a result of any such transfer(s). |/We confirm that my/our signature(s) on ihls application form is/are the same as that /those for the of of my/our /Current A
to be debited for the transfer. |/We agree to notify Hong Kong Blind Union of any change of bank it or llation of thod and further agree that should there be insufficient funds in my/our

Bank account to meet any transfer hereby authorized, the Bank shall be entitled, at its discretion, not to effect such iransfsr in which event the Bank may make the usual service charge to be paid by me/us.
|/We agree that any notice of cancellation or variation of this autharization which |/We may give to my/our Bank shall be given at |east two working dates prior to the date on which such cancellation/variation
is to take effect and at the same such notice shall given to Hong Kong Blind Union.

EEE Tel: 2339 0666 {HH Fax: 2338 7850 EE Email: info@hkbu.org.hk
itk Address: hEEBIERRBREHT13-20% Unit 13-20, G/F, Tsui Ying House, Tsui Ping Estate, Kwun Tong, Kowloon
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HONG KONG ISLAND FLAG DAY
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15th June, 2019 (Sat)

Volunteers toatir 2339 0666

M|t website : WWW.hikbu.org.hk SELEg:
8RR Oonation : HSBC 51 1-529299-00 1
88 E-mail .info@hkbu.org.hk

EBRPAES

Hong Kong Blind Union

000000 ODOOOOS
o0000000OCOOCOO
o000000Q0COCOOO®
90000 0OOOOOOS
0000000 OCOOOS BETTER TOMORROW FOR ALL
April 2019
Newsletter

ISSUE 72

O bt Address  : BN EBERREN RIBIBIT13-208
Rm 13-20, G/F, Tsui Ying House, Tsui Ping Estate, Kwun Tong, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

ZE 5T Telephone : (852) 2339 0666 {8H Fax : (852) 2338 7850
A B O U T US 49E Website : www.hkbu.org.hk ZEH E-mail : info@hkbu.org.hk
FRKRIEABEEMRIIF064F - ZEEHRBHATETERRAEG 2 EBEM - —BLAK » FELMBERMALRESEEEEM » HEtEHE T
ZHERTE -

Hong Kong Blind Union was established in 1964. It is the first organization run by people with visual impairment. It aims at promoting the spirit
of "self-help" and "mutual-help" among people with visual impairment, as well as facilitating social integration, and equal opportunities in our
society.



