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By Jess SHEK

Articles in this issue of our Newsletter depict the three aspects and the three

forces present in our joint efforts to build an inclusive society.

Firstly, in the daily life aspect, it is possible to increase interaction between the
visually impaired and the sighted, bringing into play the spirit of mutual help and
forging in—depth understanding between the two sides by having inclusive activities.
Following the activities, they can individually spread the seeds of mutual
acceptance in their respective circle of daily life. Blind Union organizes various
inclusive activities for the sighted to understand the abilities and needs of the
visually impaired from time to time, and to let fun of the activities be shared.
This year, we co-operated with “Xinjiang and Me” again and organized “The
Tibet 5100 Inclusion Tour” in early April. In her article “Travelling Together in
Tibet to Realize Mutual Accommodation”, Ms. TSANG Ting-Kam, one of the
accompanying partners, shares with us what she felt about merging with the

visually impaired.

Secondly, by means of inclusive education, different students can learn, stay and
grow together, laying for the future society the foundation of inclusion. In his
article “Enjoying Mutual Acceptance without Fear of Dissimilarity”, Kevin YANG,
one of the awardees of this year’s Li Chu Shuk—kwan Scholarships, shares with
us his ambivalence when studying at a mainstream school. Though he finds his
school life most uneventful, it still epitomizes the ultimate goals of inclusive
education: allowing disabled students to enjoy school life with their able-bodied
counterparts, respecting each other, accepting individual's dissimilarity, and

bringing into play what each is good at.

Finally is to improve the software and hardware in our community and better
improve public policies and facilities through concerted efforts and seeking
consensus. This enables people with different needs to enjoy being in the inclu-
sive society together. In his article “Together We Build and Share”, our Vice Pres-
ident Billy WONG explains our advocacy work, covering the fight for accessible
facilities and equal opportunities. It is not enough to depend solely on our own
strength. Your support is indispensable. It is because there are all sorts of barriers
along the path of our advocacy work. The ultimate goal of an inclusive society is
to let every person partake. However, in the course of that, it is necessary for you

to voice jointly with us the support for diversity and inclusion.

| thank the accompanying partner Ms. TSANG Ting-Kam, our member Kelvin
YANG and our Vice President Billy WONG for contributing articles to this issue of
our Newsletter. | also thank our Community Relations Officer Ms. Lilian LEUNG

for her assistance in coordinating the publication work.
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A visually impaired student using a braillewriter
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The prayer wheels of Potala Palace
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The Principal of Lhasa Braille Without Borders

Preparatory School receiving & souvenir
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Trauelling Together in Tibet to) Realize

Mutual Accommadation

It didn’t ever occur to me that my visit to Tibet would

have come so sudden, so fast, so terrific, and most of m

all, so unforgettable.

My journey to the west was the work of joint efforts of a
group of lively and lovely visually impaired persons and
a bunch of sighted accompanying partners who were
brave enough to experiment.

To ordinary people, visit to Tibet imparts feeling of
great hardship and high risk. It's a place not to step on
unless for absolute necessity. However, under the
leadership of Mr. YIU (Founder of Xinjiang and Me), a
30-person group of accompanying partners and visually SIS0 B AR AL FIS IR

impaired participants went to Tibet. Group photo with Mila Mountain (5013 m.)

This was the first time I got in touch with the visually impaired. It did not occur to me that it was so profound. Before setting off, this
nine-day visit to Tibet wasn't short. I did worry that | might be unable to do my work well in not being able to take care of them. However,
right from the moment when we assembled at the airport, | realized that | was worrying too much. During the nine days of the visit, | had
opportunities to chat with different visually impaired participants, becoming their accompanying partners and well understanding that it
is possible for such high degree of trust to exist between individuals. Even though they didn’'t know me before, they had no fear and
readily let me take their arms to lead the way. Together we walked over rugged terrains. They also made me feel ashamed of myself.
Unable to see the world through their eyes though, they listen with their ears, feel with their hands. What’s more, perceive the world with
their minds. They are more strong-minded and optimistic than many people.

Having the nine days’ visit to Tibet we gained full understanding of the true sense of mutual accommodation. When sightseeing,
shopping or playing, we treated one another alike. | can recall that we made a circle to sing songs when having a camp fire. The
sky was vibrant with our singing. When | closed my eyes to listen closely, I couldn’t make any distinction between the visually
impaired participants and the accompanying partners. All I heard was the beautiful sound of harmony and joy.
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For decades, Blind Union has adhered to “Nothing about us without us”, the

slogan of the campaign on disabled persons’ rights, covering public policies and .

community facilities. Our Equal Opportunities in Social Participation Committee

(EOSPC) is committed to making it possible for the visually impaired to have in g 2
full their legitimate positions, rights and opportunities in every aspect of living. The ;

Committee also provides many members with a useful platform for them to realize

the spirit of building up the community jointly. It is because in the process of

advocating policies, in order to progress step by step towards the target of sharing community facilities, members have got to master
in-depth knowledge about the society they live in, and develop certain analyzing power and communicating skill.

In recent years, efforts to improve barrier-free facilities in different areas of the community and increase visually impaired persons’
opportunities for open employment have been the focal points of the work of the Committee. It is believed that the visually impaired,
like the sighted, are gifted in different ways, and can likewise bring into play what they are good at to contribute to society. The problem
is that people may not be fully aware of the ancillary facilities and operational arrangements required by the visually impaired in their
workplace. So we incessantly show to members of the public the abilities of visually impaired persons at work, fight for higher
employment ratio for the disabled in both the public and private sectors, and ask the government to give more support to private
organizations hiring disabled persons. Of course, in order that there can be understanding about our abilities at work and the
ancillary arrangements needed, we also look forward to larger number of visually impaired persons having direct contact with
employers and human resources personnel. We are always willing to communicate and have exchanges with the public.

With regard to barrier-free facilities, it is believed that progress made in Hong Kong in this respect in recent years is apparent tolall
However, this does not mean that the visually impaired can afford to sit back and relax. For instance, at present there is no/policy,
requiring the installation of bus stop announcement system outside the vehicles to notify visually impaired persons waiting|for,buses?
As for electric vehicles making no motoring sound when moving, there is also no regulation mandating the installation of any/audible
warning system. This definitely poses risk to the visually impaired. Going forward, Blind Union will certainly put in efforts to advoca

te
relevant policies. ’ /

As the Vice President leading the Committee, | have dedicated myself to advocating policies forgten years. Social problems'are getting
more and more complicated and our requests are also getting more and more diverse.:This has imp?essed me most! It has become more
and more difficult to make improvement to any social policy. Sole reliance on what the visually,impaired have been putting in is no longer
enough to support effective advocacy. My wish is for other stakeholders and you, those concerned about the well-being of the 'visually
impaired, to support us in different areas in advocating policies so as to strengthen us; make the society more accommodatlng and bring
into play the spirit of joint efforts.

In the process of policies advocacy, those on the same path and those travelling together have gotto pressmth joint efforts: 1t is firmly
believed that all of you can become our: fellow. travellers to jointly build an accommodatlng and[dlverse society,jshare natural human
P ”

rights, and let the brillianceof, |1e shin ’/ M”‘" 7 o
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Kelvin preparing for the Chess Competition
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Kelvin playing chess with overseas competitor
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By Kelvin YANG Wi;th out _:,1@ ar’ Qj _D/.iSS'i;m|i|l|a|IFi;Ey

(Editor’s Note: The author is a candidate of this year’s HKDSE and was awarded this year’s Li Chu Shuk-kwan Scholarship)

Holding my cane, | pushed open the door of a Form 1 classroom with fear and trepidation. Meeting me was a moment of dead silence
from my classmates. At that very moment, a classmate stepped forward to greet me, and said “How are you? Do you need help?” In that
manner, | made my eventful appearance. Yet, | uneventfully spent my ambivalent secondary school years at St. Paul’s College. There
was joy. There was frustration. What | went through was really considerable. Behind all such recollections was one common factor: visual
impairment has not been a barrier to my integration into campus life.

Happy memories about my secondary school years are innumerable. Immediately comes to my mind is how my classmates and | put in
concerted efforts to take part in the inter-class tug-of-war contest. According to established views of many people, visually impaired
persons, disadvantaged in being handicapped mobility-wise, are not too suitable to take part in sports contests. In reality, oftentimes |
couldn’t play football or basketball, as a result of which I felt quite depressed. However, instead of abandoning me, my classmates willingly
took up positions behind the same white line with me and picked up the rope to contest vigorously with students from other classes. As
we jointly shouted “One two, one two” and tried our very best to pull at the rope, the emotion stemming from comradeship and the feeling
of not being left out was not that special but they did make me happy.

Of course, school life isn't 100% sweet. | also encountered things that made me feel dejected. Because | did relatively well in Chinese,
Chinese History and Chinese Literature, quite a few fellow students whispered comments about me among themselves. They found the
privilege allowing me to have extra time at examination (as stipulated by the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority that at
public examinations, there can be special arrangements, including allowing extra answering time for candidates with special educational
needs) to be very unfair. They even made many hurtful remarks on me. In my case, such comments made without understanding special
educational needs surely frustrated me. However, at the same time | came to understand that it’s inevitable to have others criticizing me
wherever | go. Some other classmates might too have been ridiculed except that the ridicules were not about their academic performance.
As | now recall, | consider it to be fortunate that I had run into such rumours and ridicules in my secondary school years.

Like many people, the life of my secondary school years has been quite
uneventful and yet packed with sentiment. It is my firm belief that the
ultimate goal of inclusive education is to let students with disabilities enjoy
inclusive campus life with ordinary students and see to it that every student
accepts every dissimilarity so as to make every effort to bring into play what
each is good at and respects each other. My experience in inclusive
education looks very uneventful. Yet such “uneventfulness” has given me
satisfaction and joy. Imperfection though there is, my classmates and |
have already brought to life a realm of greatness stemming from the ability
to accommodate over the past six years.
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Hong Kong Blind Union 50* Anniversary Commemorative Book Order Form

(CEFR) —BEST BEXPABERS0ER  ARERRFBROERNRRTRN heANE
SBNEDEDHEEAE | AEAYES - MELRNASENEAR S MR TWE .

\Bi4& &4 Contact Information|
BAKE / EEE2TE Name :
B4% E5% Contact telephone no. :

\§TE& &%} Order Information|

Postage rate: HK$ Total: HK$

+ REE = BEHR
HK$88 X BlZ Quantity :

|Co||ection Method |

L] BF (RHFHBESA HK$10) * (it
Mail (local postage rate: $10/copy) * (Address:

] BE (ERXSREER) (Hthiit
Courier (courier fee C.0.D.) (Address:

[] BERASAABEZRRT /OXHERBASEHEHEE
Collect at our office at Tsui Ping Estate, Kwun Tong / Oi Man Estate, Ho Man Tin

MBHFEFEBMUIMEE - FUEHEHMFHE -

*Please check postage rate with our staff for posting outside Hong Kong.

|Payment Method |

[ XZTE-HEFER FEKRPABES) s THong Kong Blind Union)
Cheque (payable to “Hong Kong Blind Union™)

(] BEREFBLSEZRITZAO (#511-529299-001)
Deposit to HSBC bank account (#511-529299-001)
{EAF Credit card| | AE[ |Master[ |

[] vVisa %% Amount: HK$
BFRAKR BRARE
Holder’s name: Signature:
(ERFIRS BXHHA
Card number: - - - Expiry date:

ARIRZOREREIRSEER / FRIUERIFHET - BRAEHELST -

e Y
Please return the completed form with crossed cheque or copy of bank-in slip by mail, LA
fax or email.

itk Address: NEEBEZRFEH 2218 T13-205%

» L
i
Unit 13-20, G/F, Tsui Ying House, Tsui Ping Estate, Kwun Tong, Kowloon. :'- \a
EiE Tel: 2339 0666  {§H Fax: 2338 7850  Z# Email: info@hkbu.org.hk I8 Website: www.hkbu.org.hk ® )ﬂ
‘ﬂ )
o

L
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Donation Form

RETIHF My Support

FAEEE O fE—RHBET | would like to make a donation of §,
U pk TEEZ A EAEMRCOETERAAN R ’fﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ[ﬁi)&:{:ﬁw&i&
| would like to donate the following amount monthly to support the work of HKBU.
O HK$100 O HKS300 0OHKS500 OHK$1,000 0O Other§
O FFiE AR R RNCE AL PR AL M A8 - F7E - TR ER R - IR 25 ET <)
Residual legacy (donate all or part of the residue of the estate after all other gifts, taxes and debts have been paid out)

O $5EEEFR (s - BSEEES)
Specific legacy (for example. property, stocks or shares)

O fREEEE GEmEa 5 Eh —4BEF8 N - BHEIEEGREE - )
Policy giving (name HKBU as a beneficiary of the life insurance policy, and donate all or part of the sum assured.)

= 77;% Donation Method

O ¥/ [EE -EEFS T HFEEHAGES , Cheque/ Bank draft (Payable ‘o “Hong Kong Blind Union”)
0 E#FEEA4®FO Deposit to Blind Union's account (& &6 25E{T HSBC 511-529299-001)
0O {185k Credit Card O AE [ Master 0O Visa

HE L 447 Cardholder's Name: £ %5 Signature:
{ZH-F5EE Card Number: - - - H#1 HHY Expiry Date:

O QSR (FEZ (EEfTIES) REFEEZ4E )
Autopay (Plzase fill in Direct Debit Autharization Form & return the original form to Blind Union by mail)

O 24874 EEPT A B IS4 H www.hangseng.com/e-banking #HEREA A&

Users of Hang Seng e-Banking can make their donations through this website: www.hangseng.com/e-banking

O LS SRTT44 - 3E P o] #3844 5 www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk RS AEE

Users of HSBC e-Banking can make their donations through this website: www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk 7-11(HSBC)
O Eigdik 7-11 E 5N (ARG B R R AR &)
Donate via local 7-Eleven stores (please provide bar code on the right and indicate your donation amount)
SR A 100 TTaCLL L+ 4 EriFEFIO R
Receipt will be provided for donations of HK$100 or abeve for tax deduction. 402995678912313
HEEEH Donor's Information
#E (Fefli+) Name (Mr/MsiMiss) HfElEf4sESE Day Time Tel.
ik Address {5 E %65 Fax No.
EE - Email Address {7z A Date

{H A Z k£ 50 Personal Information Collection Statement

ARSI G e a ST (AT (RLER) Bl hRrPRaTRE « MBI T A Soe2Em R - R B80T 4 - TIRREG R TR B A S - £EiER TOEAR
FHEELES - WEEORS - FRIRGS - (WELERES - WA B A i) fE AR e A, - WELAR - JEEER - I RWUIRE R R - i DitRERZ A - Re LRSI E - iR T
R A S SRR - BRSIEET E A A e A R B - B R ER R AT SRR 2339 0650 BLA SRR R A -

Hong Kong Blind Union undertakes to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data [Privacy) Ordinance to ensure that personal data kept are accurate, securely stored and used only for purposes for
which they have been collected. Blind Union intends to use your parsonal data (namely telephone number, fax number, email and mailirg addresses) for the purposes of sending donation recipisnts,
providing you wilh informabon of Hong Keng Blind Unior, fundraising appeal, aclivilies invilation, volunbeer reciuilment and conducling vpinion sarvey, The peisonal dala collecled, olher ban being ulilized
for the purposes above mentioned, will not be sold, traded cr rented in any forms through any means to any other parties. If you object our Union to use your personal data for these purposes, or want to
enquire about or updale your personal data, you may contact our staff at 2339 0666.

SHEIEE S REMIh0 b SR R T AT FER ¢ Pleasc tick the appropriate bon to indicae your prefercace *

O #F A FEEES A FE G E R A8 5 B R - IREHER - FEREEER - Se AR E R AR -

1 agree Hong Keng Blind Union to use my personal data for the purposes of future communications, fundraising appeal, activities invitation as well a3 for feedback zolletion and -elated promotion parposes.

O e AT SRR AR O At M (A A B A SR _ LR -

1 do not agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my personal data for the above purposes.

;&2 Direct Deblt Autharization

Name of party credit (The Beneficiary)figir—7 (S M) Bank No Branch No Account No to be credited IEREE = 2 S5iE
EHLHAES TR TRt
HONG KONG BLIND UNION o lofals|i]r[s]2]9]2]9]9]o]o]
My/Our Name (s) as recorded on Statement | Passbook Bank No Branch No My /Our Account No A /555 7 [ i
A (F) AR oS L IRTTHRER S3iTim
[ | [ | [ 1 1 [ 1 |
Bank Mame Menthly Amount Sign your name as recordad on statement / passbook
TN HAEE AEGERUTFE LR - &
Contact No Date
| e HEH
For Blind Urion use only (Donor's reference) For bank use only (RE{TIEE
HAEER (HERCEERERE

A CBFRONE ) CBE HET AT A RS TEMA TR L BRI T AR A CESY IREME T SRS A iEd RS T FRTREm AR e MRS SR SR RS - i T S
A/ BEFOHRREH MR R0 - £A BFHEARERRIGESNE - £ FFMEE N\ FFEERET 85 - B/ 55 68 ERR T #4440 - £/ FFEEaAT A e TMELRITRER
AR T - SRR A 2 A A SRR R R - A BRI ME AT T TR - SRR O - B A TN - R A TR - A TR S E LS M (LA - SR I
R A T B LA T/ B80T - WERH TR A A A e -

Until further netice IVe hereby authonze my/your above-namsd Bank o effect ranster Irom my/eur acount 1o tNat of Hong Keng Eiind Union n ath such 15 @3 My/our Bank may receive from Heng Kang BIng Linien from
fime to time provided ahways that the amount of any one such transfer should be exactly the amount indicaied above. |We agree that myiour 3ank shall not be obliged to ascertain whether or not notice of any such transfer(s) has bezn given
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The Hong Kong Blind Union is going to hold on
30 October 2016 “ The International White Cane Day -
Run for Vision 2016* and a charity fun fair at Edinburgh
Place to raise fund for the services of our Union. The
activity is open to visually impaired runners and runners
from enterprises, but members of the public are also welcome. It is hoped that, through all different
activities, members of the public can experience the spirit of mutual acceptance between the
disabled and the able-bodied, that respect is given to visually impaired persons’ right to equal
participation in the society, and that the objectives of our Union are realized.
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Hong Kong Blind Union was established in 1964. It is the first organization run by people with visual impairment. It aims at promoting

the spirit of "self-help” and "mutual-help” among people with visual impairment, as well as facilitating social integration, and equal
opportunities in our society.



