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The World Blind Union - Asia Pacific Mid-Term Regional
I General Assembly 2014, hosted by Hong Kong Blind
' Union, was successfully held on 21-24 November 2014
| " as a highlight of the 50th anniversary of the Blind Union.

RN " The theme of the Assembly was "Make the Right Real in
'\ the 3rd Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with
' Disabilities, 2013-2022". More than 350 persons from 31
i I| counties around the world registered for the event
' which has broken the record of previous Assembly in
AR Ui . ferms of attendance. It was a platform for the participants
il vkt | to discuss issues of common concerns, including challenges faced by youth and women with visual impair-
: ‘ ' ment, unemployment, social enterprise, right to read and assistive technology. The Assembly also set up an
' exhibition area with 15 booths on assistive tools and 6 booths on NGO services.

Finally, the Hong Kong Statement was endorsed on 24 November 2014 in the Closing Ceremony of the
Assembly to call upon all governments and relevant bodies in the Asia-Pacific region to further promote equal
opportunities and make rights real for visually impaired persons. For further details, please visit the official
website at www.wbuapga2014.org.
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Hong Kong Blind Union was established in 1964. It is the first organization run by people with visual impairment. It aims
at promoting the spirit of "self-help" and "mutual-help" among people with visual impairment, as well as facilitating social
integration, and equal opportunities in our society.
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YOUTH

Written by Jess SHEK DREAM

|n the past few months, we celebrated the success of
our 50th Anniversary events. These events not only allowed
the public fo know more about the Union, it also provided
opportunities for our newly-recruited volunteers to have a
closer contact and understanding with visually impaired
people. We are overjoyed and encouraged by the results of
these interactions.

The preparation of the World Blind Union Asia-Pacific
Mid-Term Regional General Assembly took more than a year.
It was held at Cyberport on 21-24 November. The number of
participants this year broke the record of past World Blind
Union Asia-Pacific Mid-Term Regional General Assemblies.
More than 300 representatives from the Asia-Pacific region,
local participants, government officials and guests partici-
pated in the Assembly. The article “Let Our Young Create and
Dream” in this issue of our newsletter reports on the youth
forum on the first day of the Assembly. The arficle also intro-
duces what

visually impaired young people in the

Asia-Pacific region are doing to actualize their dreams.

The Hong Kong Blind Union has been working hard o
create equal employment opportunities. We participated in
the "Coffee for Future” Jumbo Sale on 16 November. This
event is also reported in the article "Five Hands, Fine Coffee”.

The Union organized *'Cane-athon’ International White
Cane Day 2014" in response fo the International White Cane
Day. Participants and volunteers share their feelings in the
article “Feel the Spirit Blindfolded on White Cane Day”.

| would like to thank Mr. Daniel Chou, Mr. Yam Pok-Fai and
Ms. Mary Lee for their conftribution to this issue of our newslet-
ter. Acknowledgement also goes to Mr. Ilvan Chau, our
Project Officer for his help with publishing. Our Flag Day will
be held on 17 January, 2015. | would like fo invite all of you to
register as volunteers for our Flag Day. You can also contrib-
ute to our efforts of enabling social integration of the visually
impaired by donating to the Union. For details of the Flag

Day, please contact our administrative staff (tel: 23390666).
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Written by Yam Pok-fai

“We Can, with a Cane and Joining Hands"” is the slogan for the annual
International White Cane Day on October 14. The visually impaired communities worldwide
hold activities to advocate the spirit of independence. As with the past few years, the Hong
Kong Blind Union held the “Cane-athon’ International White Cane Day 2014” fund-raising
event at Tsing Yi Promenade.

Participants of the Cane-athon included members of the Union, volunteers and our enthusiastic, sighted fundrais-
ers. They were blindfolded and led by others, or by a white cane, as they strolled along the promenade.

Agnes, our volunteer, was on duty at the reception. She was responsible for answering participants’ questions, and
distributing blindfolds and canes. "l spent most of my day inside the tent. But every now and then participants passed by.
When | saw the sighted participants in their blindfolds walked by, | understood how training and equipping helps visually
impaired people walk independently. They walk just as sighted people do. We all live under the same sky. Some of my col-
leagues came today and they felt the same.”

Athena and "Green Card” are both university students. They participated in this White Cane Day event through
their school's arrangement. "Green Card"” shared about the experience. “There was one session when | had to partner
with another student. | was blindfolded and led by my partner. But my partner tricked me by telling me there were stairs
and a big hole in front of me — | almost freaked out! In the end, the whole path was completely flat. | realized how much
confidence we need every day - confidence in ourselves and in our friends. We need to trust one another so that we can
face our ever-changing lives. | feel like the visually impaired understand this much more than | do.*

Athena has something else to discover besides learning about trust. “l was a little afraid at the beginning when |
was blindfolded. | was afraid that | would bump into poles or other people. But when | got used to the darkness, my heart
calmed down. | started to smell the freshness of the sea and hear the engine of ships passing by. | was amazed at the
beauty of the world we live in. It is wonderful how we have different senses. | realized how many days | have spent rushing
back and forth from school, running and hurrying. | never used my different senses to feel the world.”

The success of the Cane-athon has enabled sighted participants to taste the spirit of the White Cane Day.
"We Can, with a Cane and Joining Hands" is not just a slogan. It is a combination of confidence, training, //
cooperation and achieving potentials.
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“Blindness is not darkness ... we are biind, so what?” Sabriye

Tenberken encouraged young participants from the Asia-Pacific region in her
opening speech at Youth Forum on November 21. Sabriye from Germany established
the first school for the blind in Tibet.

This Youth Forum, held along with a Women's Forum, kicked off the World Blind Union Asia-Pacific
Mid-Term Regional General Assembly 2014. The Youth Forum seemed like a 4-hour sharing session. But
half a year before that, an Organizing Committee of the Blind Union had already started preparing for
it. Proposals were collected from visually impaired youngsters aged 35 or below from the Asia-Pacific
region. These proposals must be plans that would advance the development of visually impaired
communities, whether local or regional. The Organizing Committee then selected 8 out of more than
fifty collected proposals. The writers of these 8 proposals were invited to share their dreams and cre-
ativity with over a hundred participants in the Youth Forum.

Four adjudicators and all participants cast votes on their favourite proposal. The elected winner was
Mr.Chen Jing from China. Mr. Chen'’s vision was to help visually impaired people in China to use the
computer with screen-reading software. He proposed to improve the existing NVDA screen-reading
software, which would hopefully be widely used in Mainland China. Another remarkable participant
was from Mongolia, who integrated local culture into his plan. He suggested teaching the visually
impaired in Mongolia to make decorations and tools using horns of rams or bulls to help them earn
their living.

Besides the presentation of proposals, there was also a discussion session. Facilitators with visual
impairment from Hong Kong led participants into a discussion on how to promote equal opportunities
and social integration. Suggestions from the group discussion were to be handed to the Board and
Policy Council of World Blind Union Asia-Pacific and country governments in the region.

Mr. Chong Chan-Yau, Chairperson of the Organizing Committee of the World Blind Union
Asia-Pacific Mid-Term Regional General Assembly 2014 pointed out that, the Board and Policy
Council believed that the collection of proposals helped promote fresh ideas and catalyze the devel-
opment of visually impaired communities. The model of this year’s Youth Forum would become
a model for future regular meetings. The Youth Forum ended in a round of enthusiastic applause.
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Interview: Alex Chan
By Daniel Chou

November 16 was a memorable Sunday. Five members of the Blind Union
became baristas at Teresa New Life Coffee Shop to make coffee for guests.

This was the first coffee jumbo sale jointly held by the Blind Union and Junior Chambers
International Peninsula. Five members of the Blind Union received barista training before the event.
This was not a competition to see who made the best coffee - it was a co-operation between the
five members. They were each responsible for one procedure, which combined into one cup of
coffee after another. From their descriptions, the process of making coffee is not just pouring the
coffee out. You have to pour it out as if you are drawing patterns in the air. Our five baristas did not
request lowering the standards of work because of their disabilities. Instead, they put their best
efforts in fulfilling the standards of the work. It was a fruitful day for them. They learned everything
from the procedures of making coffee, to the skills, to the different kinds of tools that need to be
used, by heart and from their hearts.

Peggy, who was responsible for organizing the jumbo sale, stated that, more recognition
should be
given to the visually impaired for their working abilities. Work like making coffee is totally manage-
able for visually impaired persons on their own.

Jeff, representative from Junior Chambers International Peninsula, consulted Mr. Chong
Chan-Yau, President of the Hong Kong Blind Union on employment issues of the visually impaired. He
realized that people with visual impairment can do what most people can do given sufficient
equipments, such as receiving messages by using voice-over software for smart phones. He hoped
that through the jumbo sale, the public would know more about the abilities of visually impaired
people. He also observed that the visually impaired can be highly concentrated while at work. He
even stated that if opportunities are available going forward, he will not be reluctant to hire an
employee with visual impairment. I
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Hong Kong Blind Union undertakes to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance to ensure that personal data kept are accurate, securely stored and used only for purposes for
which they have been collected. The Blind Union intends to use your personal data (namely telephone number, fax number, email and mailing addresses) for the purposes of sending donation recipients,
providing you with information of Hong Kong Blind Union, fundraising appeal, activities invitation, volunteer recruitment and conducting opinion survey. The personal data collected, other than being utilized
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1 do not agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my personal data for the above purposes.

BT PIREZE Direct Debit Authorization

EIXEZHR 99790 0666

Name of party credit (The Beneficiary) iG> —7 (Z2m A ) ?ﬁaﬂkg; Z\ran%{;o Account No to be credited WK F 2 5565
FRLHEAGES RATHRT 1T4R5%E
VYOLUNTEER REGISTRATION 8 L0 A HONG KONG BLIND UNION 0 0 I 4 5 I 1 | 1 5 I 2 | 9 I 2 l 9 | 9 ‘ 0 | 0 | 1
§“E / My/Our Name (s) as recorded on Statement / Passbook Bank No Branch No My /Our Account No & A /&%~ iR FE5REE
?&-&E / AN (F) 1£ A4 E 78 L Anac sk 478 TR VAKRE T
Find . . 2 [ | | L[ 1 1 1 1 1 1
n FI;CUeSbOEI)Ok HKB ' ‘ ndun ' On g@ht webs ' te: www. hkbu. or‘q. hk gé%%%me E;g;ﬁéﬁg]ount Sign your name as recorded on statement / passbook 7545 /718 FFr4cst > &4
Contact No Date
Th4& BT HEAH
H ’2°>= For the Blind Uni ly (D ’s ref For bank |
&3 Donation: EEEERET HSBC 511-529299-001 s e

BN/ BESWHEAN /BEZ LT - MBEERAAGEGTIHETAN  FEMTZIET AN/ BEZIRFEREFTERAAGEGZIRS - EESTEM AL - ffEA—RZEARKELNEH

og af Tha nks t 0 FRU LIS - WRZFERMS AN/ BEF OHBUESCRERR 2 B34 » AN/ BEERERRERTRE - AN/ EEEIAN/ BEELHFRNZESL @A BEHRHZH#E
~ FEHIRE Z AR - AN/ B F R BAIE AR I A &5 B SR TR S S EUS BRI ROT, > WRIEWA AN/ BEFEZIRF IR RN 2 SRR - AN BEZRTHERMAES THE
0 AR > W REUEE 2 AN BEL c AN BEEE > AN/ BEICHRESAREE ZAEMEA - ZROTHCH B E A ZRME TR AN FEZRT - WERE TEERI AR

o /%) == Economic D HEEH BB -
%@“J"Ejﬁ « ’ ' Hﬁ' A ‘.k }?é\ (g‘— @ ) 1 }‘E’\ » "'g E ;lkéi.ﬁﬁ:ﬂﬁé{ﬁml’{\u Until further notice I/We hereby authorize my/your above-named Bank to effect transfer from my/our account to that of Hong Kong Blind Union in accordance with such instructions as my/our Bank may
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account which may arise as a result of any such transfer(s). IWe confirm thet my/our signature(s) on this application form is/are the same as that/those for the operation of my/our Savings/Current Account
to be debited for the transfer. |\We agree to notify Hong Kong Blind Union of any change of bank account or cancellation of payment method and further agree that should there be insufficient funds in
my/our Bank account to meet any transfer hereby authorized, the Bank shall be entitled, at its discretion, not to effect such transfer in which event the Bank may make the usual service charge to be paid by
me/us. I/We agree that any notice of cancellation or variation of this authorization which I/We may give to my/our Bank shall be given at least two working dates prior to the date on which such
cancellation/variation is to take effect and at the same such notice shall given to Hong Kong Blind Union.
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The Director of Social Welfare Department has given approval to Hong Kong Blind Union to sell flags on Hong Kong Island on 17 January 2015.
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