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With the crdent support of The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities
Trust, our venue in'Kwun Tong underwent a major renovation in 2013
to improve the environment for service delivery. In recognition of
‘the generous sponsorship from the Trust, one of the service unit
there has been re-named as "Jockey Club Vocational and®
Educational Resources Centre", and z

the launching
ceremony was
held on 4 April
2014.
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The event“Run for Vision” co- orgcmlzed by Hong Kong Blind

Union and Runnlng To Your Home was successful held on: .

April 27.To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Blind Unlon

25 visually impaired runners were mcfched with 25 S|gh1ed :

runners from different enterprises to have a rely of 50km
cround the Hong Kong Island. We were honoured to have Dr
Ko Wing-man, Secretary for Food and Health as the officiat-
ing guest of the kick-off ceremony. Mr So Wa Wai, gold

rhedulist of Paralympic Games, jbiﬁed the participants in
~ running 1o the finish point. The evenf has raised HK$370,000

to support the operation of our “Life & Environment
Adapmhon Program for Visually Impclred Persons"

: HERBIERE NS T 13-205%
Rm 13-20, G/F, Tsui Ying House, Tsui Ping Estate, Kwun Tong,
Kowloon, Hong Kong.

EEE Telephone : (852) 2339 0666 fBE Fox

: www.hkbu.org.hk EER E-mail

: (852) 2338 7850
: info@hkbu.org.hk
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Hong Kong Blind Union was established in 1964. It is the first organization run by people with visual impairment. It aims
at promoting the spirit of "self-help" and "mutual-help” among people with visual impairment, as well as facilitating social

intfegration, and equal opportunities in our society.
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Written by Jess SHEK

The Hong Kong Blind Union, which was established in
1964, has been providing appropriate services to visually
impaired people. The objective is to help them live inde-
pendently and integrate into the community.

\ S BBEMLREERETRENMEL Our Services Centre will focus on the promotion of
15 ﬁdm E,Q\E%}ﬁ?%ﬁ% fF » BB EA [ B B2 A0 55 1F 12 A AL BB PR RA AR 35 elderly care this year. In collaboration with various organiza-
X 23 REZEREVNRENEEREESHE - I3 tions, community support services would be provided for

Special Features of Our Elderly Services
Written by Sing Tao
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needy or frail visually impaired elderly. The article “Special
Features of Our Elderly Services” will describe the features of
the elderly services provided by the Blind Union over the

2. SBAEYEITERD) REVBESRASIESE  EEREBRE Y™
N X : A3 EF‘I]L\TTS3E=1 SHEIY . r I_T:IE?U_%AgJ ’ E To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Blind Union, the
i,} & Triathlon Promotes IT Basic Skills RENGEATHEREARBANZEANE . triathlon" was held by the Accessible Digital Technology
Written by Ho Ho Yuen @ AR RIEAREARKEERIREAN  Centre on March 15. The aims were to arouse the interests of
CONTENTS » RTMMBERBMMIEESIRIENE » FEATE visually impaired people in the use of information and com-
ﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁﬂ?’* EHEEELENNE s a2 T munication technology (ICT) and to identify talented
3- ﬁ* *JEH?&TFW&?L @ ABKEBITEAY | —37 - members who are familiar with ICT application. Their poten-
X : E{gg ’ ] tial would be realized so that they could participate in the
Let Us Make Our Righ‘rs Real s . = ICT development projects of the Blind Union. If you wish to
5 X EEABER+F  AEBNRARBELDE know the happenings at the “IT triathlon"”, please refer to

f \ Wil sy bEn R BEATHHERAERR - BT BEMEHER  the article “Triathion Promotes IT Basic Skills".
REER > B85 TUESEENHBAME] —
‘ 4. IBFEKE Donation Form 7o In retrospect, over the past 50 years we have been pro-
actively responding to the educational and employment
5 %%ﬁ/ﬁ%\ Rt Ney Ll RESEESEEHREES  BES needs of visually impaired people. .You.ccn Ieafn more
_ about the development of these services in the article “Let
h *l]ﬂ“%ﬁ?.%z&ﬁ.ﬁiﬁﬂz P MBEHARBAEEDY | ke our Rights Real”.
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| hereby express my thanks to members of our Editorial
Group: Sing Tao, Daniel Chou and Ho Ho Yuen, who contfrib-
uted the articles for this issue. | would also like to thank our

BB S - Tsui Kai Ming (Adviser] . 9% Community Relations Officer, Figo Tang, for coordinating
R (RERD) BRI (FiREE) Jess Shek Kin Chong (Chief Editor) the work of publication. We are celebrating the Blind
4 S== = o RS (BliEiRiE) 2EZ @EEAR) Joseph Yam Pok Fai (Vice Chief Editor) = Union's 50th anniversary this year and | would like fo invite
n\J?HEEEZ = = (= —CRAI (e Leur.lg Wai Chi (EXCO Representative) &2 your participation in the commemorative activities. Please
= B&EE &S BRI (B8) Daniel Chou Chun Cheong (Member) . N ; i
AEE (Es) T (AREFEIE) Alex Chan Chi Kong (Member) visit our website for details.

X
S

Sy ey o .. HoHo Yuen (Member)
el : BT EEERIBERFHIV IR T 13 - 2057 Figo Tang Man Chun (Community Relations Officer)

D% E554 : (852)2339 0666 : Rm 13-20, G/F, Tsui Ying House,

[EE : (852)2338 7850 Tsui Ping Estate, Kwun Tong,
% #BE : www.hkbu.org.hk

Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Telephone : (852)2339 0666 Fax : (852)2338 7850
Z# : info@hkbu.org.hk
Facebook : http://www.facebook.com/HKBlindUnion Facebook : http://www.facebook.com/HKBlindUnion

Address

Website : www.hkbu.org.hk E-mail : info@hkbu.org.hk
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Special Features of Our

EIerI Services ...

The issue of aging population has
become a growing concern in recent
years. The resources allocated fo
medical and rehabilitation services by
the Government are lacking behind the
demand. To meet the demand, many
service organizations -have expanded
the related services.

Our Services Centre has been providing
services to those who are newly blind.
Apart from recreational activities, the
Centre pays home visits. Hence, we can
have a thorough understanding of their
needs. According to last year's case
records, about 80% of.the newly blind
service users are elderly. Unlike other target
groups, elderly with visual impairment also
suffer from other problems, including
mobility and chronic illnesses resulting in
deteriorating health condition. Thus the
training for them would focus on personal
care. For those who are still in good
physical and mental conditions and
suitable for outdoor activities, mobility
fraining would be provided and safety is
taken into account.

Apart from the above-mentioned support services, counseling is indispensable. Due to
mobility problem and other problems encountered in their daily living activities, elderly with
visual impairment may be frustrated and in: despair. Our social workers will pay attention to
their emotional condition during home visits. The workers will help them overcome their
problems and encourage them to live with confidence.

The Centre has recently infroduced a neighborhood and buddies care program. Through
recreational activities held in their districts, partficipants could establish network with other
visually impaired persons in the same district. Through mutual assistance and support, they
would.come to know that they are not alone and they could better integrate into the community.

It seems not to be easy to overcome visual impairment but it is definitely possible to do so.
Through sharing with other visually impaired people and obtaining our volunteers’
caring support, our elderly service users will'no longer feel lonely and can have a
sense of belonging and a feeling of health and worthiness.
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Written by Ho Ho Yuen

SEILLS

OUl’ llfe has been inseparable from information technology, especially smart phones.
Through a variety of mobile applications, we can handle personal affairs anytime and anywhere.
Through a dedicated phone interface, visually impaired people can also enjoy the convenience
brought by mobile phone's applications through their ears. At home, visually impaired people can
access online services by voice synthesizer software. In March this year, the Hong Kong Blind Union
organized the “IT friathlon”, aimed to encourage visually impaired people to be good at using a
variety of information technology.

The competition was divided into three parts, including mobile applications, online services and
typing. To be proficient in the information and communication technology products, the three skills are
indispensable. Let us talk about typing first. Not every person needs to do word processing work.
However, typing is needed if using online search engines, MSN, filling in application form and even
entering user name and password. If typing is too slow, the application will greatly be affected. Typing
is a basic skill of using information technology. The champion’s Chinese typing speed in the typing
section is 25 words per minute.

The other two parts are mobile applications and online services, which involve two distinct inter-
faces. Online services are used with personal computer and browser. Online services in the mind of the
visually impaired are without well-designed sidebar and flashing ads. It is like word document without
any format, several pages of the string of characters, mixed with hyperlinks and text boxes. Sometimes
it is really not easy to distinguish where the directory is and where the content is.

For those who want to surf freely on the Internet and utilize online services without seasickness, the
only way is to have more exercises. However, this does not mean that visually impaired people whose
speed to find data on the Internet or other application is slower than the sighted people. Participants
in this section are very familiar with the applications of computer, so they can complete online appli-
cation test within the specified time. The test included searching for data and sending emails.

The application of mobile phone is not the same as online services. It is no longer a word document.
The characters are not obediently from left to right, but scattered in the entire screen without any
regular patterns. What is more, people with visual impairment cannot see. It is just like the story of blind
man and the elephant in the Buddhist stories. Visually impaired people can only know the one-sided
fact but could not have the general view. They can see the area of the finger size at the same time. If
they want to ride on the elephant and tame it, the best way is to fouch the whole elephant. Once
there is an elephant in the heart, they can move freely without opening the eyes. The competition also
includes a built-in mobile phone application. Mobile phones can allow visually impaired people not
only to access internet at any time, but also calendars, notebooks and voice recorders along with.

The more important significance of the competition is to encourage people with visual impairment
to be courageous to explore. Whatever mobile application or online service, there are the cases that
the visually impaired have difficulties to use that it cannot match the sound software. Such situations
are like some blogs. Although the text descriptions are lively and colorful, the pictures cannot say
anything. There are only empty boxes and the “barbecued pork buns” inside which let the people feel
frustrating. If they want to know which webpage will be linked to the picture, they can only try to press
it one by one. For those who want to master information technology, it is inevitable to face these “bar-
becued pork buns” and opened up a new path in an unknown environment.

Of course, visually impaired people who want to benefit from information technology need to be
brave to explore how new technologies can be integrated into life and to become a part of life. Wish
all participants in this competition, regardless of winning or not, can become a winner of life!

Note: For more information about barbecued pork buns, you can browse
http://cha-siu-bao.onthewings.net/
http://evechk.wikia.com/wiki/%E5%8F %89 %#E5%8C %85
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Written by Daniel Chou

Let Us Make Ourl{lGllTSReal

The Hong Kong Blind Union has been founded for 50 years and is committed to
improving the well-being of visually impaired people and striving for their rights. In so
doing, some services were initiated by the Blind Union, for instance, support services
for inclusive education and employment.

Hong Kong has experienced significant growth in its economic and social development
since 1970s. To keep abreast with the times, some visually impaired people wanted to further
their education. Therefore, in 1972, the Students’ Centre (the present Vocational and
Educational Resources Centre) of the Blind Union was established to provide educational
services for them. They could seek for reading service and other educational services in this
Centre. At that time, schools for the blind only provided education up to Form Three. This did
not hinder them from pursuing further education. The Students’ Centre was committed to
helping them look for school placs, setting up audio book library, supplying Braille books, pro-
viding study rooms as well as providing volunteer services. Today, it is easier to produce Braille
books and electronic books than before. E-books and reading machines have come into
being. Despite the changes in time and services, the principle of “Let us make our rights real
on our own first” remains unchanged.

Apart from the right to education, the Blind Union also strives for the right to work. In 1980s,
a self-help workshop was established in the Services Centre in Oi Man Estate which provided
employment opportunities for visually imapaired workers. With the restructuring of the Hong
Kong economy in 1990s and substantial relocation of manufacturing activities across the
border, the workshop completed its mission and closed down in 1990s. Since then, we began
the job-matching service by refering our members to suitable employers. With the rapid
development of Information technology, we have trained a number of visually imapaired
persons for web accessibility testing. They evaluate webpages to see if they are accessible
and can be accessed by the visually impaired. These are unprecedented attempts which are
still based on the principle of “Let us make our rights real on our own first".

The hope of the visually impaired to integrate into society is not something extravagant
but just a basic right. We believe that persons with disabilities should not be deprived of their
rights in education and employment.
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BN E% Donor’s Information

O fE—RIEE O miz Mgkl  BREHIBAEEBRPARES - BEIRBALTBRNELE -
AR | would like to make a | would like to donate the following amount monthly to support the work of HKBU.
donation of $. O HK$100 O HK$300 O HK$500 O HK$1,000 O Other $.

0 2=/ EE-REER [E8XBARER] Cheque /Bank draft (Payable fo “Hong Kong Blind Union”)
O BEBAKXEEO Deposit to the Blind Union's account (& CiBERIRTT HSBC 511-529299-001)
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BMHE Expiry Date:
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Autopay (Please fill in Direct Debit Authorization Form & return the original form to the Blind Union by mail)

O B4R1718 LB A FEBBE www.hangseng.com/e-banking #HBFBFEALRE
Users of Hang Seng e-Banking making donations through this website: www.hangseng.com/e-banking

[0 EwRTE CIBEEAFERBE www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk SBREALRE
Users of HSBC e-banking making donations through this welbsite: www.ebanking.hsbc.com.hk
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Donate via local 7-Eleven stores(please provide the bar code on the right and indicate
your donation amount)
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Receipt will be provided for donations of HK$100 or above for tax deduction.
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Hong Kong Blind Union undertakes to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance to ensure that personal data kept are accurate, securely stored and used only for
purposes for which they have been collected. The Blind Union intends to use your personal data (namely telephone number, fax number, email and mailing addresses) for the purposes of sending
donation recipients, providing you with information of Hong Kong Blind Union, fundraising appeal, activities invitation, volunteer recruitment and conducting opinion survey. The personal data col-
lected, other than being ufilized for the purposes above mentioned, will not be sold, fraded or rented in any forms through any means to any ofher parfies. If you object our Union to use your
personal data for these purposes, or want to enquire about or update your personal data, you may contact our staff at 2339 0666.
IEEEENERANLE/ER Please put a 'v' in the appropriate box :
OXARAEEBLBABERERFANEATERRLEN « BB  WESEEN  ZMEERRNAEE -

| agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my personal data for the purposes of future communications, fundraising appeal, activities invitation as well as for feedback collection and related promotion purposes.
OFARRRERLEAEREREANBARRE LA -

I do not agree Hong Kong Blind Union to use my personal data for the above purposes.
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EIE(IFUZ##E Direct Debit Authorization

Name of credit party (The Beneficiary) WEIZ—75 (Z#A) gé’jj‘;ﬁ';;« %TUH%%NQ Account No. to be credited IR Z5%i5
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Until further notice I/We hereby authorize my/your above-named Bank to effect transfer from my/our account to that of Hong Kong Blind Union in accordance with such instructions as my/our Bank
may receive from Hong Kong Blind Union from fime to fime provided always that the amount of any one such transfer should be exactly the amount indicated above. I/We agree that my/our Bank
shall not be obliged to ascertain whether or not notice of any such transfer(s) has been given to me/us. I/We jointly and severally accept full responsibility for any overdraft or increase in existing over-
draft on my/our account which may arise as a result of any such fransfer(s). I/We confirm thet my/our signature(s) on this application form is/are the same as that/those for the operation of my/our
Savings/Current Account to be debited for the transfer. I/We agree to notify Hong Kong Blind Union of any change of bank account or cancellation of payment method and further agree that should
there be insufficient funds in my/our Bank account o meet any fransfer hereby authorized, the Bank shall be entitled, at its discretion, not to effect such transfer in which event the Bank may make the
usual service charge to be paid by me/us. I/We agree that any notice of cancellation or variation of this authorization which I/We may give to my/our Bank shall be given at least two working dates
prior to the date on which such cancellation/variation is to take effect and at the same such notice shall given to Hong Kong Blind Union.
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